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that must be made during the regular school day, observance of a recognized religious holiday, family emergency or a planned absence that has been approved in advance by the school administrator.


		


At Granite, parents will be called anytime a student is absent.  Additionally we will notify parents whenever the student has three (3) unexcused absences and/or tardies and will be asked to attend a conference to develop an attendance plan. The complete policy is available in the office.  





Mrs. Linda MacDonald





Library News


Book Fairs are one of the highlights of the school year and we are so excited about our Scholastic Book Fair, a special time for our entire community. It will be held at Granite St. library from October 24th thru November 3rd. The Book Fair will be open daily from 8:00-3:00. Students will visit the Book Fair during their library time to preview books or to purchase books at that time. Besides bringing affordable, appropriate books to our school, a goal of our Book Fair is to increase classroom libraries. One way is through the Classroom Wish List, this allows you to donate books to your child’s classroom in their name. Be sure to look for the “Wish List” display when you arrive. The Book Fair will also be open on Family Night, October 27 from 6:00-7:00. Again, we invite you to our Book Fair and thank you for your continued support.


			Mrs. Roseline Raymond


October Reminders:





7th – 6th grade field trip to Togue Pond


10th – No school – Columbus Day


13th – Flu shot clinic


18th – Early Release, 10:47 dismissal


20th – 4th grade field trip to Augusta 


31st – Halloween!

















Principal’s Notes





As school is starting up, so are many of our special programs.  One of those is the Title One program.  Enacted in 1965, Title I is a federally funded program made available to public school systems to assist in meeting the needs of children who have significant delays in their learning.  This program requires that children be identified through an evaluation process and meet specific criteria in order to qualify for services.





One major component of the Title I program is parental involvement.  Research shows that the support of parents at home can have a positive effect on student achievement, attendance, and classroom behavior as well as a positive home.  Therefore, it is crucial that parents are included in the planning and implementation of Title I programming.  Our district has a Parent Advisory Committee that is responsible for establishing effective and ongoing communication between the home, school, staff, and parents/guardians.  





This year, the Title I staff is composed of some familiar faces and some new faces.  Returning are Debbie Levesque, Interventionist, as well as Sara Jo Manzo, Mary McCleary and Jolene Maynard.  New to the staff are Kylie Streams, Nicole Murchison and Rachel Morrison.





Stay tuned for monthly updates on Title I programming.  If you have any questions, please call me at school. (723-6526)





ATTENDANCE





The Millinocket School Board has a school attendance policy.  It begins with the following statement:  “Compulsory education is essential to the preservation of the rights and liberties of the people and the continued prosperity of our nation.  Maintaining regular student attendance is necessary to achieve the goal of an educated citizenry.” 


 


What does this mean for our students?  Only by being present in the classroom can students take advantage of the education we offer.  Students should attend school unless they are ill, have an appointment with a health professional 
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Nurse’s Notes





FLU SHOT CLINIC will be October 13th for all students at GSS.  If you did not fill out paperwork for your child to receive the flu vaccination at GSS you can pick the papers up in the office.  





This information was obtained from the CDC Flu website:





The flu is a contagious illness caused by influenza viruses which are spread in respiratory droplets during coughing and sneezing.  Symptoms include fever, headache, fatigue, cough, sore throat, stuffy or runny nose, muscle aches and may also cause vomiting and diarrhea.  The flu is usually spread from person to person but may also be spread from touching an object that has the viruses on it and then touching your mouth or nose.  A person is contagious from one day before symptoms develop and up to five days after becoming sick.





GOOD HAND WASHING is the first line of defense in keeping healthy.  Children and adults alike should wash their hands before eating and after coughing or sneezing.  If you find yourself or your children with flu symptoms STAY AT HOME and get plenty of rest and DO NOT expose others to the viruses.  Older people, young children, and people with other health conditions are at a higher risk of developing serious complications.  Complications of the flu can include pneumonia, dehydration and the worsening of chronic medical conditions such as asthma, heart disease, and diabetes.  Having a yearly flu shot can lessen the chances of getting the flu and developing complications but this doesn’t mean you can’t get a milder form of the flu.  The shot will protect you from the worse strains but there are many viruses out there.   Be sure to return all necessary forms to your child’s school in order for them to receive the shot.





				Mrs. Diane Garvin


				School Nurse


ART





Those balmy breezes have yet to turn bone chillin', but in the art room, we're awash in PUMPKINS! 


The Millinocket Regional Hospital has provided our school with seven big pumpkins for our kids to decorate. This year, our theme will be contrasting black ghosts and bugs and spider type silhouettes against white pumpkins. Everybody gets to join the fun!  Do check them out as they will be on display at the hospital in a couple weeks time.


And...through the Rec. Dept. we have been given enough little pumpkins for all K-4th grade students, in East and Millinocket, to have their very own little pumpkin to decorate.  Our 5th and 6th graders, here at Granite, are helping to clean all those farm fresh orange globes. Then everyone's imagination can be at work in decorating their pumpkin!  The finished pieces will be setting the goblin atmosphere, here at school, before they take them home for the end of the month.
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Music Notes





It has been a wonderful month in the music room! I have greatly enjoyed teaching and getting to know your children. They are a blast to work with.  We have 38 students participating in the Elementary Chorus and they are already working hard at learning new songs. 


We have 13 students participating in Choir Chimes and they have been learning a new song every rehearsal.





I am pleased to announce that our new strings program is off to a great start! We have 22 students taking violin lessons.  It is NOT too late for your child to join any of these music activities if they are still interested. 





There is a Music Boosters meeting Monday, October 3rd at 6:30 PM in the Stearns Band Room. ALL parents and students are invited to attend. 





*Miss Jordan*








Computer News





Grades 2-6 are doing NWEA testing starting October 3 and ending October 28.  It is important for all students to be here and well rested for testing!





			Ms. Renee Burby





Box Tops 4 Education!





Our school and community has been a proud sponsor of Box Tops 4 Education for many years.  Because of this, our school has been able to purchase many nice things for students and staff.  We have purchased Granite St. T-shirt for everyone, several pieces of playground equipment, field day fun packs, and most recently the school’s very first yearbook!  I would like to thank everyone who collects Box Tops, students, parents, grandparents, community members who don’t even have kids in our school but clip them anyway and Kathy Ouellette at the Recycle Center.  Please continue to support this great fund-raiser for our school!   If you have any questions about Box Tops please contact Miss Donna, School Secretary and Box Tops Coordinator at 723-6426. You can also visit the website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.boxtops4education.com" �www.boxtops4education.com�
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