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Literacy Corner





Vocabulary continues to be the topic of discussion here at Granite St.  Recent research from the National Reading Institute attributed to Susan Ebbers indicates students in elementary school should be learning 7-9 words a week in reading alone.  That amounts to 400 words over the academic year and does not include content words.  Here are some things to try at home:


**Select a variety of books to read to children, be sure to include poetry and non-fiction


**Talk w/children about daily events.  Every once in a while, use a “hard” word and discuss the meaning


**Have your child keep a list of new words they learn. Add to the list by having your child be word detectives.


**After talking about a new word and word meaning have your child draw pictures or write their own sentences using the word


	These activities are adapted from: Beginning reading Instruction: Practical Ideas for Parents. (1996) more ideas may be found at http//adit.org


	Election day 2010 will be exciting for Granite Street School students! We will hold our first Literacy Night on Tuesday 11/2. Please join us for an evening of scarecrow stories. Classroom scarecrows will be on display and the one with the most votes will win books to share with children! The Book Fair will be open from 5:30-7:30; story hour will be from 6:00 – 7:00.  I wonder which scarecrow will be elected??





Mrs. Lexie Hartung


		         Literacy Coach





*******************************


Parent Corner/Dates to Remember:


11/2 – Literacy Night (see literacy corner)


11/11 – Veteran’s Day, no school


11/12 – Teacher workshop, no school


11/15 – Report cards go home


11/18 – Early Release, dismissal 10:47 and Parent/Teacher conferences


11/22-26 – Thanksgiving break, no school – (this is not on the school calendar, please refer to Mrs. MacDonald’s article for details)


               




















Principal’s Notes





New Boiler for Granite Street!





Granite Street School will be getting a new boiler.  Our original boiler, installed in 1954 has reached the end of its life and will be replaced over the Thanksgiving holidays.  A section of it sprung a leak and had to be removed earlier this school year.  We’ve had our fingers crossed that the boiler would not have any more problems before it can be replaced.  The big day for beginning the project will be after the students leave on November 19th and will continue through the next week.  Because there will be no heat or water, there will be no school for Granite Street students Thanksgiving week while the new boiler is installed.  The building will not be accessible from Friday, November 19th after school ends until Sunday, November 28th so be sure to remind your children to take everything they need with them when they leave on Friday.  The Middle School and High School will be attending as normal.  Granite St. teachers will be working these two days off site.  They have a long list of work that they are hoping to complete that will assist them when students return!





Mrs. Linda MacDonald


           Principal


	************************************


Nurse’s Notes





The Common Cold:  A cold or URI (upper respiratory infection) is a viral infection of the nose and throat. The cold virus can be easily spread from one person to another by hand contact, coughing and sneezing. There are about 200 cold viruses so most healthy children get at least six colds each year.


If a fever is present with the cold it will usually last less than three days and the nose and throat symptoms usually are gone within 1 week. A cough can last 2 to 3 weeks. The main thing to watch for are signs of a secondary bacterial infection such as ear infections, eye infections, sinus pressure/pain and lung/breathing issues which could mean pneumonia. If a secondary bacterial infection is suspected contact the primary care physician. 


It is wise to keep a child home from school the first day or two of a cold if he/she has a fever, runny nose, and is coughing /sneezing. Rest and plenty of fluids will help them to feel better and by staying home will help to keep the virus from being spread to others.  Information obtained from “Instructions for Pediatric Patients” by Barton D. Schmitt, MD


Mrs. Diane Garvin
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Continental Math League





     Practices are under way for the Grades 4 and 5 Math Teams! Weekly practices began in October with Mrs. McNally and Ms. Levesque, math team coaches. The first meet is scheduled for November 3rd at Granite Street School. Weekly practices and monthly meets are held from 11:25 to 12:15 on Wednesdays at the school.


     Grade 4 Math Team participants are: Sebastian Christian, Ridge Kinney, Matthew Kowalski, Molly Merrithew, Kayli Morrow, Pantely Panakis, and Ethan Sennett.


     Participating on the Grade 5 Math Team is: Gabby Brown, Mark DiBona, Zach Hathorn, Peighton Ingersoll, Malorie Ireland, Gabe Manzo, Nathan McNally, and Karsyn Wheeler. 





Mrs. Haskins


Math Team Advisor


************************





SCHOOL NUTRITION NEWS





***Maine Harvest Lunch Week was in September. During that week we make additional efforts to purchase Maine produce and products to serve the students. We served tomatoes, cucumbers, corn on the cob, squash, potatoes, broccoli, beans & local grains in our breads & dough. We even had fresh haddock from the Portland docks. Most items were labeled in the lunchroom with the farm of origin to create awareness of the importance to buy & eat locally when possible. Many of these items continue to be available & our school uses local items whenever possible.


***National School Week was October 11 - 15. Each year students are able to go to the School Nutrition Association website, http://docs.schoolnutrition.org/meetingsandevents/nslw2010/index.asp, & participate in interactive activities which encourage good choices. This year's theme was "What's on your tray?"


***We hope you encourage your child to try school lunch and school breakfast. The price is very inexpensive for the nutritional quality, serving size & convenience. If you have any questions or concerns please call us at 723-6439.                                  


Kathleen Civiello, SNS





Teacher Service Learning Project





Students at Granite St. School have done Service Learning projects by grade level for several years.  Over the summer, Mrs. Ingerson, Speech Therapist at Granite St. thought of a simple way teachers could do a Service Learning project.  On Oct. 19th teachers and staff held a “pound party.”  Each staff member was invited to bring a non-perishable food item that weighed 1 pound.  Some people chose to wrap their item to make it fun and mysterious; others chose not to wrap their item.  A swap of items took place based on a right/left story.  All the items were then donated to I Care Food Pantry.  It was amazing to see the variety of items donated!
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From the Art Room





     In good old fashion ‘community spirit’ the Millinocket Regional Hospital provided pumpkins and Granite St. School provided talent for a pumpkin decorating contest this past month. The hitch?.....7 pumpkins and lots of kids! Everyone entered the contest with a drawing of how they would decorate their pumpkin, but only one person from each grade level received that opportunity. We also had a staff contest…mighty fine painting Mrs. Ropiak! We hope you have seen some of the results on display at the hospital. The Art Room received a check for $50 for everybody’s efforts. Thank you MRH!  


     And…. The visual and performing arts at Granite St. are accepting nomination papers for the gifted/talented program. If you want your child to be considered for this program, please fill out a nomination paper and return by 11/17. You can get the nomination papers from the art or music teachers.





				Mrs. Debbie Grabber


				Art Teacher


         *******************************************





OT NEWS


Let’s talk about Fine motor skills.  These are the skills that we use every day in all parts of our lives.  They are skills that involve using our hands and arms but are also reliant on how our whole body works.  When a student can sit in her desk with good posture she is able to get the most out of how she uses her hands and arms.  In school, good fine motor skills are the necessary foundation for holding a pencil, hand writing, keyboarding, holding a ruler to draw lines and make graphs, using scissors, opening their milk cartons, tying shoes, zipping their jacket and more. 


You can help your child develop these skills from activities and games that involve using their hands.  Some suggestions are having them cut out pictures from old magazines and make collages, for younger students just giving them strips of paper to cut into confetti and have them glue them to an outline of an animal, tree or simple picture to make a mosaic.


Try games such as tidily winks (remember that game?), perfection, legos, any building toys, connect four etc,  For older students simple building projects that may involve using a  hammer to put together a bird house or car, models, craft projects, knitting  or sewing.  Ask your child about “pinch and flip” a way we teach them to pick up and hold a pencil correctly.  Finally here is a web site with some great suggestions for supporting fine motor skills.


http://school-ot.com/fine%20motor%20activities.html   Next month we will talk about bilateral coordination.  


Lynn Winters OTR/L

















Granite Street School News











November


2010










































































