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BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION!


Our school has been a part of the Box Tops 4 Education Family for over 10 years!  We have bought playground equipment (that the students voted on), sponsored the Northern Stars Planetarium, The Hampstead Players and purchased t-shirts and gift packs for field day two years in a row.  Please continue to bring in your box tops to help our kids receive educational materials along with fun, learning assemblies!  We appreciate all the parents, grandparents, Recycle Center and others who have collected Box Tops for our school.  If you would like to find out more about this fund-raiser please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.boxtops4education.com" �www.boxtops4education.com�  


It’s that time of year again when we start looking to pre-register our kindergarten class for the fall of 2011.  If your child will be 5 years old on or before October 15, 2011, you can register him or her at Granite St. the week of February 7-11, 2011.  Please bring a birth certificate and immunization record with you. If you have any questions, please call me at 723-6426!


“Miss Donna” –Secretary                          Box Tops Coordinator


*************************


Parent Corner/Dates to Remember:


February 2 – Groundhog Day!


February 7-11 – Registration for fall 2011 kindergarten class!


February 9 – Early Release Day, students will be dismissed at 10:47


February 12 – Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday


February 14 – Valentines Day!


February 22 – George Washington’s Birthday


February 21-25 – February Vacation!

















Principal’s Notes





The State of Maine has established multiple goals for our school to achieve. Many of them are academic and you hear or read about them often in our school newsletter. Staff and students have worked hard to improve our literacy and math instruction to meet the state’s Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) achievement goals. But there is another goal established that is just as important to our school in meeting the requirements of AYP. The state has established that the average daily attendance in Main schools should be at least 93%. To figure this they look at all absences – whether excused or not. So whenever a child is absent, for whatever the reason, it works against us as the state figures the average daily attendance rate.


The Millinocket School Board has a school policy that reinforces the reason for the importance of attendance in school. It begins with the following statement: “Compulsory education is essential to the preservation of the rights and liberties of the people and the continued prosperity of our nation. Maintaining regular student attendance is necessary to achieve the goal of an educated citizenry.”


What does this mean for our students? Only by being present in the classroom can students take advantage of the education we offer. We understand that when students are ill, have an appointment with a health professional that must be made during the regular school day, observance of a recognized religious holiday or a family emergency that your child will not be at school. But please, make sure to prioritize education and get them to school as often as possible.


Mrs. Linda MacDonald        Principal


	************************************



































          Granite Street School News   Page 2

































































Nurses Notes


Ear Infection (Otitis Media)


An ear infection is a bacterial infection of the middle ear.  It usually is a complication of a cold. The main symptoms are an earache and muffled hearing. A fever is present with almost half of ear infections. The pain is due to pressure and bulging of the eardrum from trapped, infected fluid. This diagnosis MUST be confirmed by a physician.


Ear infections are not contagious. Your child can return to school when he or she is feeling better and has no fever. Your child can go outside and swimming is permitted as long as there is no tear (perforation) in the eardrum or drainage from the ear.


If your child is prescribed an antibiotic by your family doctor make sure it is given according to the directions and no doses are omitted. Even though your child will feel better in a few days, give the antibiotic until it is completely gone to keep the ear infection from flaring up again.


Information obtained from “Instructions for Pediatric Patients”, 2nd Edition by Barton D. Schmitt, MD


Mrs. Diane Garvin           School Nurse


         ***************************************


Continental Math League


Meet #3 was held at Granite St. on Jan. 12th. Student scores for Grade 4 are: Ethan Sennett & Molly Merrithew 4 points each: Sebastian Christian 3; Ridge Kinney & Katie Farger 2; and Pantely Panakis & Matthew Kowalski 1 each. The team score is 16. Cumulative scores are: Ethan Sennett 11; Molly Merrithew 9; Matthew Kowalski & Sebastian Christian 7; Ridge Kinney & Kayli Morrow 5; Pantely Panakis 4; and Katie Farber 2. The teams’ cumulative score is 47.


The Grade 5 team scores are: Peighton Ingersoll 4 points; Gabby Brown & Zach Hathorn 3 each; Karsyn Wheeler & Mark DiBona 2 each; Malorie Ireland & Nathan McNally 1 each. The team score is 15. Cumulative scores are: Karsyn Wheeler & Peighton Ingersoll 6; Gabby Brown & Zach Hathorn 5; Mark DiBona 4; Malorie Ireland & Nathan McNally 3; Gabe Manzo 2. The team’s cumulative score is 32.


A new member, Katie Farber was welcomed by the 4th grade CML team in January! Feb. 16th is the date for Meet #4.


Mrs. Haskins Math Team Advisor










































































































































































































































































































































































Literacy Corner


Reading non-fiction passages and textbooks can be a challenge to even the best readers.  As teachers, we work real hard at teaching specific strategies to help our students access this text.  Here are some questions you can teach your children to ask themselves to help them read in social studies and science. 


*Did I scan the passages and look at titles, subtitles, boldface words, diagrams, charts, maps, etc.?


*Did I think about what I already know?


*Did I ask questions about what I want to learn and what I will probably learn?


*Did I self check and ask myself what I am understanding as I read?


*Did I reread confusing parts?


*Can I summarize what I learned?


*Were my questions answered?


Grab a great non-fiction book and read together!


Mrs. Lexie Hartung                                                         Literacy Coach


  ******************************************  Healthy Heart Month - - Cafeteria News


February is American Heart Month, Chinese New Year, Sweet Potato Month and National Children’s Dental Health Month. We will celebrate the month by featuring menu choices that highlight heart-healthy choices, an Asian Inspired menu on Chinese New Year, Feb. 3rd, sweet potato oven fries (when fries are featured and sugar-out day on Feb. 4th.) February’s NAC focus will be “Be Heart Smart”  Students will work with Mrs. Civiello, director of school nutrition, to develop a menu or menus for March, National Nutrition Month. They will learn about menu planning and choosing a variety of foods for good taste & nutrition and review results from the recent student surveys. Parents are invited to dine with us any school day.  Please call 723-6409 to let us know your menu selection and full adult meal is $4.50.


Mrs. Kathy Civiello                                                              Director of School Nutrition 
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