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New Mission Statement

One of the first charges our new
Superintendent, Dr. Smith, asked of
staff was to revisit the Mission State-
ment of the Millinocket School Depart-
ment. Each of the buildings had state-
ments but they were all different.

Granite Street S
developed one that said: Our mis-
sion is to build a safe, respectful com-
munity and provide a solid academic
foundation for lifelong learning.

The Mi ddlI e S cTo dme
crease student achievement and raise
students' aspirations by providing high
quality instruction and assessment
through an engaging and relevant cur-
riculum.

And Stearns Hi gh
Stearns High School is dedicated to
providing quality education for all stu-
dents. Our goal is to use changing
technologies to enhance communica-
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tion, collaboration, and problem solv-
ing. Our responsibility, based on mu-
tual respect among students, family,
faculty, and community, is to create an
environment that fosters a lifelong
commitment to learning.

As you can see, these are all great
statements so the charge was espe-
cially tough. The committee, com-
posed of teachers and administrators
from all levels met many times, strug-
I gling at times to decide what the mis-
sion statement should say. But once
the committee identified the key
words, the statement just came to-
gether!

The Millinocket School Department
is dedicated to providing a world class

environment of continual learning for
both students and staff

World class education - to pro-
vide the best possible education to be
competitive in the global economy

Rigorous - Challenging for all stu-
dents

Relevant - Making sure that cur-
riculum matches the state Learning
Standards, has meaning to students
and provides opportunities to learn
current technology

Motivating - Engaging students
actively in their education because
they learn better when motivated

Potential - We want all our stu-
dents to be all they can be

Environment of continual learn-

education that is rigorous, relevant
and motivating to ensure that students
reach their individual potential in an

from Guidance

two their parents.

and the financial

ing - Not a day should go by when
students and staff are not learning and
applying new knowledge

Over thirty five helping parents fill out their
attended this workshop, whic!financial aid forms.
parents. The first was held on was held in the Stearns Libran fifteen people attended this
The second workshop was he event.
aid director of Maine Maritime on January Z2Dat KATEC and offer assistance to parents who
Academy did an outstanding Marty Kelley form the Maine want help filling out their

About

Ms. Kelley will also

job explaining the entire finan- Educational Opportunity Cen forms online on Thursday,

Performing Arts 4

cial aid process to seniors and ter devoted over two hours t February .
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News from Guidance
(Continued from Page 1)

. . A review of PSAT score be held the last week in Janu- transcripts out to colleges
Tim Shaw, a dynamic results was conducted in ary. Members of the Civil based upon migear aver-
speaker, will address early January and guidance Rights team will be conduct- ages. New class ranks and
drug and alcohol staff explained the impor- ing role plays and presenta- grade point averages will be

) _ tance of these scores anctions on bullying to sixth determined for the year.
preventive efforts via a elaborated on procedures graders, as well as making Over ninety percent of the
speaking engagement being put in place to help posters and banners that ad students in the class of 2011
with students at students prepare for the SAT. dres_s antbullying concerns. have submitted applications

The peer counselors spon-  Tim Shaw, a dynamic

Stearns in early sored an i Af tspeaker, will address drsg
February ChemFr e e D a n ¢ e and alcohol preventive efforts
December. Everything went via a speaking engagement

extremely well. The peer with students at Stearns in

counselors are now raising early February. His informa-

funds for the Chenrfree tional session is being spon-

Prom. sored and supported by the

The middle school Civil Healthy Maine Partnership

Rights Team is working to and the peer counselor or-

promote an amdbullying ganization at the high school.

campaign by sponsoring a  The guidance office is

iNo Name Cal | preparingto update and send

Athletic News

The winter sports season atHigh School on Feb. f0and and is looking to have a
Stearns is starting to nearthe boys will finish their sea- strong finish to the season.
compl etion a n don & &cthénck bro Bek™® Signup sheets are available
and girlsé b aTh& last bomé fametfar ¢h for spring sports and the
are competing for spots to boys will be versus Foxcrofi numbers are looking good so
pl ay in t hi s Agademy 6nsFebt™ uThen far for softball, baseball and
ment . As of Jadrmnyzs®d, XWhet gan tennis.
varsity team is in 12 place strong season so far and hi
and the boys" impmved ieack ands ever,.
place. The top six teams auto-game. The three overtime
matically go to Bangor for victory versus Schenck has
the tournament and theID been the highlight of the sea- ¢
seeds will have to playinto son t hus far .
earn a spot. habeaodgi wlond atse
will finish its season at home but has improved a great deal
in a game against Schencksince the start of the season

JV

R

y (
iia»»»«‘ -
<

Page 2



] Millinocket School Department Newsletter, February 2011

New Mission Statement
(Continued from Page 1)

Students and staff - If we are to achieve all that our
mission statement hopes for, then both students and staff
will always be working to learn and improve.

Thank you to the members of the Mission Committee i
Terry Given, Jed Petsinger, Kelley Weiss, Heather Girsa,
Lexie Hartung, Deb Levesque and Linda MacDonald i for
all their hard work.

Fellows from the University of Southern Maine
work with Advanced Biology Students

Middle School Parent Volunteer Program

Studies have shown that parent involvement throughout school has increased aca-
demic achievement within the schodihis is why Millinocket Middle School is work-
ing to strengthen our community ties by establishing a parent volunteer group. The
focus of the parent group is to be a resource for students and staff. There are three cate-
gories of volunteers in this program they are classroom volunteer, at home contribu-
tions, and after school/special/occasional volunteer. The classroom volunteer will assist
with tasks such as photocopying;dlass help, bulletin boards, and library assistance.

The at home contributions allows parents to help organize book orders, assist with typ-
ing, or possibly baking for a classroom reward. The after school/special/occasional
volunteer has parents assist with after school activities like cross country skiing, kayak-
ing, snowshoeing, math meet proctoring, participating in after school game time, chap-
eroning field trips, or assisting in special activities like the science fair.

We encourage all parents who are interested in volunteering to contact Millinocket
Middle School and find out more information on how they can help. Meeting times are
posted on the middle school website and are open to all interested parents and are a
great place to share ideas of how you could become involved in the school. Millinocket
Middle School looks forward to meeting all the potential parent volunteers. Together
we can strengthen the bond between our school, families, and our community to provide

a better education for our students.

Artwork by
Art 1l
Students

Medical Department News

The medical department has been The winter sports season is winclated behaviors and that height and weight would
busy the first half of the 20101 ing down and sign up lists have be¢ be measured on each student prior to the survey.
school year. Having the flu shot clinic posted for the spring season. Tl Parents did have the choice to have their child not
earlier has kept the students and facword SPRING does sound nice th participate and at this point it is great to see 100%
ulty free of the most serious strains oftime of year! are in favor of the survey. About 96,000 Maine
influenza. Vision and hearing screen- Our 5" grade class has been chos students have been asked to take the survey. The
ings are completed on students5K to participate in the MIYHS (Maine results of the survey will help state programs,
and 7. Screening will be done on allintegrated Youth Health Survey) il community groups, and schools better serve our
freshman students in the next fewFebruary. Parents were sent lette children.
weeks. explaining the anonymous surve

consisting of health and health re
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http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=535203&id=1776951820

Millinocket School Department
P.O. Box 30

199 State Street

Millinocket, ME 04462

Contact Information:

Superintendent of Schools:
(207)723-6400

Fax: (207)447-6599

Stearns High School & Millinocket Middle
School: (207)7236430

Guidance Office:

(207)723-6435

Granite Street School:

(207)723-6425

The Millinocket School Department is seeking interested house parents for
international students. Families selected for this activity will be
compensated. Please contact Principal Jed Petsinger at 723-6400 or just
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Granite Street School

stop into the high school office for an application.

Performing Arts Department

It may be cold outside, but
things are heating up in the Per-
forming Arts Department. Our
music classes are looking forward
to March, which is Music in Our
Schools Month. Concert bands
and choirs are rehearsing regu-
larly at the elementary, middle
and high schools. And we are en-
tering peak season for jazz band
and show choir competitions.
Both the Middle School and High
School Show Choirs are the reign-
ing State Champions, and hope to
repeat that title.

Millinocket is playing host to
three jazz festivals this year: the
District V Instrumental Jazz Festi-
val on February 16h, the District V
Vocal Jazz Festival on March 2
and the State Middle School In-

strumental Jazz Festival on March

26, The public is welcome at all
of these events. We are looking
for volunteers to help at these fes-
tivals. If anyone is interested,

please contact Kris Vigue at
kvigue@emmm.org. Please con-
sider giving some of your time, or

coming to support our students

and all of their hard work.

Stearns High School and Millinocket
Middle School

Scene from the fall musical,
fiSuessical

Stearns High School Pep Band
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